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Scripture: Genesis 13

The Setup
- Today's story is about Abraham and his nephew , and the conflict between their herdsmen.
- Underneath that conflict is one question: where do we find the life?

The Story: Wealth and a Choice

- Genesis 13 opens by telling us up front that Abraham was very in livestock, silver, and gold - a
deliberate signal of what the chapter is about to deal with.
- Because the land couldn't support both households, Abraham told Lot: "If you take the left, I'll go to the
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- Lot lifted up his eyes and chose the well-watered plain of Jordan, calling it like "the garden of the .

God of Multiple Chances

After Abraham's failure in Egypt, he goes back to Bethel to repent and reset - the origin of the phrase
"back to Bethel":

"[ cringe when people say God is a God of second chance. He's a God of chances."

"His mercies are new every ; great is his faithfulness.”

Obstacle 1: You Link Your Identity to Your Riches

- Lot had never actually seen the garden of Eden - but there's a memory trace in every soul that says
there's a better life there.

"Because of the fall, we easily confuse net worth with worth."

Satan's Competing Versions of the Good Life

Four modern substitutes Messer named for the real thing:

- : "the more I have, the better I feel."

n

- Individualism: "I just need to be true to .
- Digital image: "I'm only as happy as the number of I get on my post."

n

- Therapy culture: "the good life for me is I gotta feel good and stay .
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Obstacle 2: You Attach Your Wellbeing to Your Riches

The tell: your spouse's credit card purchases irritate you more than you'd admit.

"When you put a spiritual expectation on a finite thing, you have to become when that thing is
threatened.”
- The real reason people don't get along is that they put an value on finite things.

Obstacle 3: You Believe You Can Have God's Promises Without Obedience

- Lot chose the land of preservation and prosperity, staying alongside the land of without ever being
in it.
- He incrementally kept sliding toward and Gomorrah - and eventually lost everything, escaping "by

the skin of his teeth."

The Foundation for True Wealth: Freedom to Live by Faith

Abraham let Lot choose the better land first, because his priorities were ordered: God, family, then riches.

"We walk by faith, not by " (2 Corinthians 5:7)
"Apparent reality is what you see. reality is what you experience by faith - and you better live
by that one."

The Foundation for True Wealth: Freedom From Failure
After lying about Sarah in Egypt, Abraham went back to the one place he knew to reset:
- God's promises are not conditioned on your performance - they're conditioned on his .

"You need a built-in GPS system... Abraham had the first one. was home."

The Secret to True Wealth
Satan offered Jesus every kingdom on a mountain, without the cross - Jesus refused, and instead:
- On the cross, Jesus cried out, "My God, my God, why hast thou me?"

"The only reason that you and I can have true wealth is the one who deserved it gave it up and
it so that you could have it."
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The Takeaway

- True wealth was never about the land, the herds, or the garden you're chasing - it's a gift of grace already
secured for you by Jesus, who lost everything so you wouldn't have to.

- Next step: name one thing you've been treating as your "garden of the Lord" - a possession, an image, a
financial number - and consciously hand it back to God as a gift, not a foundation.

Reflect

1. Where have I confused net worth with self worth in my own life recently?

2. Do I get emotionally irritable when something finite - money, status, comfort - feels threatened? What
does that reveal about where my wellbeing is actually anchored?

3. What would it look like this week to let God, not my own preferences, choose the land - the outcome -
in a situation I've been trying to control?
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