Study Notes: Rooted by the Word

Speaker: Phil Tuttle | Rooted, Session 4 of 5 | July 30, 2026 | The Pines
Scripture: 2 Timothy 3:16-17; 1 Timothy 1; 2 Timothy 1; 2 Timothy 4

Maybe the Most Important of the Five

Phil recaps the week - family on Monday, the mentors' Mount Rushmore on Tuesday, four trials in a
minor key on Wednesday - then raises the stakes:

- "This may be my favorite, in some ways maybe the most of all the Rooted talks."

- It's interesting that 1 and 2 Timothy record some of the greatest verses in all Scripture where the Bible
talks about the - Paul pouring into Timothy not just for Timothy's benefit, but for the ripple effects,
which continue literally to this day.

God-Breathed

- "All Scripture is God- and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness." (2 Timothy 3:16) Not 'inspired,' the version Phil originally memorized: this is the literal
translation - the same breath that put life into in the Garden of Eden.

- Yes, God used people to transmit truth, but they didn't do that on their own strength. They were moved
along by the , the Scripture says.

- Scripture's value to us: it is useful - or, depending on your translation, - and both of those are great
terms.

Offense and Defense
Phil maps the four purposes of 2 Timothy 3:16 onto the World Cup that had just concluded:

- Spain won it all because they had a tremendous defense - in the final, Argentina didn't even get a shot on
goal. But if all we focus on in the Christian life is defense, the best you can hope for is a tie, as they
say in football.

- Two of the four purposes are offense, positive in their focus - and training in righteousness - and
two are defense - rebuking and

- When we come to know Jesus Christ as Savior, we get a whole new system. Sometimes the Holy
Spirit will say: that program you used to run in your mind is no longer compatible. You need to delete
those files.

- A dear woman named Esther Ryder played hockey with the cherry tomato in her salad, then confronted
her young pastor's 'gift of sarcasm': sarcasm literally means ripping the . 'If you continue to make
your wife the brunt of your jokes... you're going to hurt your marriage.'

The Route Is Not the Destination



Phil's go-to message carried 'the world's most creative title of all time' - The Four Purposes of the Word of
God - until Bruce Wilkinson corrected him:

- 'Those aren't the purposes of the Word of God. Go back to the Scripture - you don't get to the purpose
until verse S

- What is the purpose of God's Word? To thoroughly us for every good work. Outside the Bible that
word was used of preparing for a journey: to pack everything you need.

- Those other four things are very important, but they're the we take to get to the destination. They're
not the ultimate goal.

"God's goal is not smarter . It's people changed from the inside out."

False Doctrines and Useless Controversies

- Paul urged Timothy to stay in Ephesus and command certain people not to teach false doctrines or
devote themselves to controversial speculations (1 Timothy 1:3-4). It is essential that Timothy avoid two
things: false doctrines and useless - and those are different things.

- Don't ever draw your chart with God and Satan as two great equal forces. Satan is a being - he's
not omniscient, and he's not even all that creative: he has a handful of strategies that he repeats over and
over and over again.

- 'Endless genealogies and myths' - may I just paraphrase that for today and call those theories? We
Christians seem sometimes every bit as susceptible to these things as our lost friends and family
members.

- After the '"May 22nd - Jesus is returning' billboards failed, a banner went across one on May 23rd that
simply said: "Well, that was . Plan as if it could be thousands of years before he comes back, but
work with an urgency that it could be before we go to today.

Guard the Good Deposit

On Phil's fourth trip to Ukraine, God answered a year of prayer for unity: rival Baptist and Assemblies of
God pastors at one joint conference, with a 'demilitarized zone' down the middle of the room:

- "Guard the good that was entrusted to you - guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in
us." (2 Timothy 1:14) Phil realized: I don't own it. We're not owners, we're of everything - the truth,
our finances, even our children.

- By the third day you couldn't even tell who was who - but Phil's trusted translator had gotten the flu, and
the directors warned that the replacement was twisting his words: "We don't even think he's a of
Jesus Christ.'

- That night Phil prayed like David, without proofreading: 'Do you have any idea what it feels like to take
something you have worked hard on - your very life is in it - and have to it to someone else who
doesn't communicate it very well?'

- The Holy Spirit's answer: 'Actually, I do. It happens pretty often. And sometimes you're the guy... you
prepare, but you don't as much as you prepare.'

Notes:



More Than a Pulpit Word

- "Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not need to be ashamed
and who correctly the word of truth." (2 Timothy 2:15) Like a certificate of occupancy on a
building, some day God will evaluate how we handle his word.

- "Preach the word... in season and out of season." (2 Timothy 4:2) That verb could actually be translated
- and there are all sorts of ways of doing that which don't involve standing behind a pulpit.

- Howard Hendricks flew to Pennsylvania to stop an eye-doctor friend from selling his practice for
seminary - by asking for an eye exam. Top line of the chart: 'God me and has a wonderful plan for
my life.’

- How many people had asked Jesus to become their Savior in that practice so far that year? Maybe 40,
getting close to 50. 'You're going to walk away from all that... and go sit in a church and whine because
they don't come and listen to you? Don't be S

"Your job is not the distraction that keeps you from being able to serve God. It is your for
ministry." Even the neighborhood where you live is your Jerusalem.

The Takeaway

- Our roots grow deeper by faithfully studying, applying, and sharing God's Word. Teaching, rebuking,
correcting, and training in righteousness are the route; thoroughly equipped for every good work is the
destination - and God's goal is people changed from the inside out.

- Next step: put study time back on your schedule this week and pray as much as you prepare - then treat
your job and your neighborhood as your platform and proclaim what you read to one person who may
never hear a sermon.

Reflect

1. Which of the four purposes - teaching, rebuking, correcting, training in righteousness - has my time in
Scripture been avoiding, and what would it look like to let God's Word play offense in my life?

2. Have I let too many things shove study time out of my schedule - and do I pray as much as I prepare?

3. If T am the only Bible some people ever read, what have my coworkers and neighbors read in me this
month - and where is my job actually my platform for ministry?
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