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Why Rooted, Why Now

Phil opens Walk Through the Bible's newest biblical character series - his 11th - in the ministry's 50th
anniversary year:

- The dictionary defines rooted with these synonyms: firmly , established, stable, or resilient - and it
may be more urgently needed right now than at any time in Phil's lifetime.

- In 1903, a seven-year-old boy named Eugene heard about the Wright Brothers' flight. Sixty-six years
later, at age 73, he watched on television as his son walked on the surface of the moon. Talk about
change in one generation.

- Phil's old college friend, a PE major, became an overnight 'expert' on infectious diseases, then global
politics: "If you can amass enough , you're an expert, whether you have the training, the experience,
or not." Who do we listen to? Who do we trust?

Growing in Two Directions

- When a tree grows, it has to grow in two directions. We see the part that goes up, but there's a

corresponding growth that goes . When a seed germinates, lots of times it goes down first before it
can go up.
- A wild fig tree can grow 130 feet tall, but its tap root sometimes goes three times that: feet down.

Even the Scotch pine: 7 feet tall, with a root system 11 feet deep.

- Being rooted brings increased , plus accelerated growth and clarified purpose: confidence in what
we say yes to and what we say no to, because we know what really matters.

A Disciple Before He Met Paul

There's no better person in Scripture to show us how we become rooted than Timothy:

- "Paul came to Derbe and then came to Lystra, where a named Timothy lived, whose mother was
Jewish and a believer, but whose father was a Greek." (Acts 16:1)

- Phil went to Wheaton and Dallas Seminary and always assumed Paul led Timothy to faith in Christ. He
was . Timothy became a disciple of Jesus before he even met Paul.

"God's ultimate goal is not just converts to populate heaven, but it's to change the world."”

- You can learn content in rows, but you really learn values in a

A Mother and a Grandmother



- "I am reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother and in your mother
, and I am persuaded now lives in you also." (2 Timothy 1:5)

- The Soviets made two big mistakes: they never renamed Sunday - once every seven days was
'voskresinnia,' day - and they underestimated the power of an old woman.

- They ridiculed the grandmothers in cloth head coverings as 'babushki.' But even when their kids sold out
to communism, the babushki passed the on to their grandkids - and that's who was sitting in the
room 70 years after communism started.

- You may not have the energy you used to have, but your most significant years of ministry, older men
and women, can be right .

Nyet! Nyet! Nyet!
Phil's first international trip for Walk Through the Bible was to Ukraine in 1994, invited in as educators
by the minister of education:

- With no textbooks left in Ukraine, Phil taught the major people, events, and places of the Bible through
hand to rooms of 400 teachers and administrators, many still wearing communist medals.

- When he ended at the crucifixion - "what a terrible way for a great man to die" - and walked off stage,
the crowd got restless and started shouting ! They would not let the story end without the
resurrection.

Notes:

The Great Faith Transfer

- "The things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses to reliable people who will
also be qualified to teach " (2 Timothy 2:2)
- It's a ministry of . Walk Through the Bible is not a sending agency, it's a finding agency: of about

25,000 men and women teaching its material, outside the U.S. there aren't 50 Americans in the whole
bunch.

- Five years ago, 60 to 80 thousand kids taught worldwide would have meant high fives in the hallways.
Last year, by God's grace, it was a little over million kids - probably more than half of them in
public schools.

Where the Transfer Happens Best

Church? School? Camp? Friendships? Parachurch ministries? Phil made the room vote - then said the
answer is none of the above:

- The answer is . "Before there were governments, schools, camps, churches, or synagogues, there
was the family. The family is the basic building block of every society on earth."




- "Impress them on your . Talk about them when you sit at home, when you walk along the road,
when you lie down and when you get up." (Deuteronomy 6:7)

- It is wise for parents to partner with ministries like Word of Life, Walk Through the Bible, or your
church youth program, but we must never our God-given mission to anyone. It's your calling.

- 47 percent of people come to faith before age 12, and percent before age 20. That's when people
are receptive - when you give to Word of Life, you are investing with maximum ROI.

Blessings and Challenges

- Despite his great heritage of faith, Timothy's family was far from : his father was a Greek - not only
not a Christ follower, but not even a son of the covenant.

"Don't you dare ever minimize the role that can have in God's plan."”

- Like each of us, Timothy's family was a mix of and challenges. Main idea: our roots go deeper by
learning from and prioritizing our families.

- Two lunch questions: What were the greatest of the home you grew up in? What do you most wish
could change about the way you were raised?

The Takeaway

- Faith is most powerfully transferred at home. Whatever mix of blessings and challenges your family
handed you, God can root the next generation through you - and it's not too late; the last chapter has not
been written.

- Next step: today at a meal, answer Phil's two questions out loud with someone - the greatest strengths of
the home you grew up in, and the one thing you wish had been different - then name what you want to
pass on and what should be extinguished in this generation.

Reflect

1. Who were the Lois and Eunice figures who rooted my faith - and have I ever thanked them or God for
them?

2. Where have I been delegating spiritual responsibility for my kids, grandkids, or the people closest to
me to church, camp, or a program instead of owning it at home?

3. What from the home I grew up in do I want to pass on, and what do I need to extinguish so it stops with
my generation?
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