Study Notes: A Heart Too Small for God's Mission

Speaker: Paul Davis | The Missionary Heart of God, Session 1 | June 22, 2026 | The Pines
Scripture: Jonah 1; Jonah 4:2

Jonah's Assignment

God tells Jonah to "call out against" Nineveh - a nation Israel had every reason to hate.

- The Assyrians were the most powerful nation in the world at the time, known for one thing above all:
their .

- Roads leading to Nineveh were lined with piles of - a warning to any army that would come
against them.

- "Before God's wrath comes, he speaks. Before destruction lands, God ." - Jonah, heading to
Nineveh, was that messenger.

- "It's about God's determination to extend beyond the borders Jonah would have drawn."
Why Jonah Ran

Jonah 4:2 gives the real answer, and it isn't fear.

- "He fled God's presence because he knew... that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger and
abounding in love." (Jonah 4:2)
- In Hebrew, that word steadfast love is - say it with me.

- "Jonah didn't run because he doubted God's power. Jonah ran because he understood God's

- "Jonah's problem was not that he was a rebel... his heart was much than God's heart."

Two "Dumb Dumb" Decisions

- First: Jonah decided it was best to blaze his own instead of submitting to God's clear instructions.
- Second: Jonah tried to run from God's entirely - the same mistake Adam and Eve made in the
garden.

- "Can a man hide himself in secret places so that I cannot see him? Do I not fill the heavens and earth?"
(Jeremiah 23:24) - you can't run from God's

More Than a Story About Obedience

It would have been a great Sunday school lesson - kids, learn obedience. But that's not the whole story.

- "The Grinch's heart was two sizes too small. That was Jonah's

- "As long as we hoard grace to ourselves, as long as we keep it close and controlled, we will never be a
deeply people.”



- The story of Jonah is really about the missionary heart of God colliding with our hearts, which are
sometimes much than God's missionary heart.

God's Missionary Heart Moves Anyway

Even as Jonah runs the opposite direction:

- The sailors cast lots, discover Jonah is the cause of the storm, and after throwing him overboard the
storm stops " M

- "The sailors were awestruck by the Lord's great power and they offered him a and vowed to serve
him."
- Even with Jonah running the opposite direction, pagan are getting saved.
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- "You can't outmaneuver the missionary heart of .

Notes:

"Sticking It to God"

Paul retells the storm at sea like a movie:

- Jonah gets in the boat and goes to sleep - "almost like sticking it to " while running the opposite
direction of God's heart.
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- The ship's captain shouts, "How can you sleep at a time like this? Get up and pray to your .

- When the lots fall on him, Jonah tells the sailors to throw him overboard: "I know that this terrible storm
is my .

- "The God of the Bible is not some distant God letting the universe just run by itself" - he's active in the
individual lives of every single one of .

Paul's Own Story
A 10-year-old boy and a snake skin:

- At age 10, Paul saw a huge snake skin on a missionary display table and asked his dad what it was
about. His dad said, "Buddy, it's M

- Years later, stepping from a comfortable, growing pastorate into leading a $70 million mission agency,
Paul admits: "my heart did not necessarily reflect the heart of God."

- He confesses setting goals purposely lower than he thought possible - if he expected 50 baptisms, he'd
announce a goal of , just to guarantee "success."
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- "God wasn't concerned about my comfort, God was concerned about my heart reflecting .



Is Your Heart Directionally Aligned?

The challenge for us:

- "The greatest hindrance to missions today are hearts that do not fully embrace the deep that God
has in reaching those who don't deserve to be reached.”

- "We need to stop admiring the mission of God from a safe while quietly ignoring its implications
for our lives."
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- Running toward comfort and running toward Tarshish "can look the

- The very first word of the Great Commission is " " - it means to take the initiative.
- "His heart is not out to destroy them... His heart is to them."

Notes:

The Takeaway

- The story of Jonah is not first a lesson in obedience - it is the missionary heart of God colliding with
hearts, including ours, that are still too small for the people God wants reached.

- Next step: name one place you have been admiring God's mission from a safe distance, and take one
concrete step this week to actually go, give, or pray for someone outside your comfort zone.

Reflect

1. What are the ways my heart is smaller than God's missionary heart?

2. Is my heart directionally aligned with God's, or inward-focused on my own comfort?

3. Would I actually obey if God wanted to send me - or someone I love - into a hard, unsafe place for his
name?
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