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A Retreat, Not Just a Vacation

Nathan and Nicole have never been to a Word of Life camp before:

- When the disciples were exhausted from serving, Jesus took them to Caesarea Philippi, a garden place, a
beautiful place, to just get with him - so he could minister to them, feed them, heal them, and restore
them.

- The Lord in much the same way has orchestrated the steps of all of our lives to bring us away with him
this week on a .

Why the Book of John

- John is called in the Gospels the disciple Jesus . At the Last Supper, Jesus chose John for the
position of honor at his right side, and from the cross Jesus entrusted his to John.
"I wrote this book so that you can know Jesus as your too."

- John states his purpose: these things are written that you may believe in who Jesus is, and by believing
you may have in his name. (John 20:31)

Enemy Territory: Samaria
To travel from Judea back home to Galilee, Jesus had to pass through Samaria:

- The Jews and the Samaritans were opposites in almost every way - ethnic opposites, political opposites,
and opposites. They were enemies.

- The town of Sychar sits in the land of , where Yahweh appeared to Abraham (Genesis 12) and
promised a place of rest, peace, joy, contentment, and satisfaction.

- Two thousand years later, here is Jesus - Yahweh God in human - back in that same place, posted
up waiting at a water well.

Jacob's Well

- Water wells for them were like Buc-ee's on a road trip - except in a rugged wilderness desert, a water
well was the difference between and .

- Jacob had dug this well 2,000 years earlier, tapping 40 yards underground into a running spring - a
never-ending fount of water, enough for everyone who wanted it, forever.



Two Wells, Two Waters, Two Thirsts

She has no idea this is a divine appointment:

- As the Samaritan woman walks up, she is walking up on not one well but , not one kind of water
but two - and she doesn't have one thirst, she has , and one matters more than the other.

- "Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks of the water I will give him
will never again." (John 4:13-14)

- She thought Jesus was asking her for water he desperately needed - but Jesus was offering her water she
desperately needed and didn't even about.

Broken Cisterns

- "My people have committed two evils: they have forsaken me, the fountain of living waters, and hewed
out for themselves, broken cisterns that can hold no water." (Jeremiah 2:13)

- Israel was still going to temple and observing the feasts, but in their hearts their trust had ceased being
God alone - it had become God plus his .

- Most idols are not a Buddha. They're things given from God - family, a career, a college degree,
health, talents - that over time we trust in addition to the Lord.

- Jesus raised the woman's five marriages not to throw her sin in her face, but to show her there was
someone or something she was trusting in besides to secure her life, bring her joy, and satisfy her.

Notes:

Idolatry Is Drinking Salt Water
- "The sorrows of those who run after another god shall be multiplied." (Psalm 16:4)
- Idolatry is like drinking water - it just makes you thirstier. Jesus is drinking fresh water.

- We will always be dissatisfied with our spouse as long as we're expecting our spouse to be something in
our lives only can be.

- Have you noticed? When you were dating, their strengths were the reason you married them - and
almost overnight, their strengths become the source of . That's life under the curse of sin.

The Meathead FaceTime

Nathan's oldest son, five weeks into college:

- "Dad, I've met ." Nathan's response: "You're a meathead. No way. You saw the first pretty
girl at college and you swooned."



- Three years later they stood at the wedding altar, and after the rehearsal dinner his son asked, "Dad,
remember that FaceTime? Who's the now?"

- If Nathan and Nicole had derived the meaning of their lives from being his parents, the day the
relationship changed they would have been like a ship at sea.

- The day after Nick Saban retired, there was a new outside his office. Give your life and soul to
your career, and the company will forget your name within 12 months.

Meeting with Jesus Himself

- Don't reduce Bible reading and prayer to a routine. The reason we read our Bibles and pray is to
have a supernatural encounter with the Lord Jesus Christ.

- "Life is not in the word, life is in - but you come to the word to find me." (John 5)

- David knew what it was like to be satisfied by God alone: "O God, you are my God. Earnestly I seek
you. My soul for you." (Psalm 63:1)

The Takeaway

- Worldly solutions will never satisty our spiritual needs. Jesus alone - not Jesus plus anything - is the
fountain of living water, and when he is first, we are finally free to enjoy every other gift.

- Next step: For the rest of today, dialogue with the Holy Spirit over one question: over this past 12
months, is there anything I've been turning to in addition to Jesus to satisfy me? If he convicts you,
humble yourself, repent, and turn back to Jesus alone.

Reflect

1. What have I quietly added to Jesus over the past 12 months - a relationship, money, my kids, a degree,
a career - as the source of my peace and security?

2. Where am I drinking salt water right now, expecting a person or a goal to satisfy a thirst only Jesus can
quench?

3. Has my Bible reading and prayer become a checklist, or am I actually meeting with Jesus himself when
I open the word?
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