Study Notes: Meeting Him in the Air

Speaker: Erwin Lutzer | Living in Light of Eternity, Session 3 of 6 | February 3, 2026 | Palm Grove
Scripture: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

Where the Word Comes From

n

1 Thessalonians 4:17's "caught up" is translated from the Latin as "rapture."

- The English word "rapture" isn't in the Bible - but neither is the word " M

Not If, But When

The real disagreement among Bible-believers is about timing, not whether the event happens.

- The debate is pre- versus post-tribulation - not whether believers will be caught up at all.
A Grieving Church

The Thessalonians worried that believers who had already died would somehow miss out.

1

"We do not want you to be uninformed... that you may not grieve as others who have no

Asleep, Not Gone

- "Those who are asleep" is a metaphor for death - just as Jesus said Lazarus "sleeps" before calling him
back to .

The Sequence

- The Lord himself descends with a cry of command, the voice of an archangel, and the trumpet of .
- The dead in Christ will rise .
- Then those still are caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.

Notes:

Get Up

The "cry of command" is the same word Jesus used at Lazarus's tomb.



- Augustine joked that Jesus was wise to name Lazarus specifically - otherwise the whole would
have risen.

The Trumpet in the Camp

In the Old Testament camp of Israel, a trumpet blast was the signal to break camp and move.

- The trumpet meant: pull up your tent, because it's time to .

To Live Is Christ

Paul's line only works with the right subject.

- "To live is money, and to die is a bonus?" That doesn't work - but "to live is Christ, to die is " does.

You Will Be There

"You will be present whether you are dead or whether you're alive when Christ comes - this is one
event where you will S

Keep Your Eye on the Shore

Swimmer Florence Chadwick quit her 1952 Catalina Channel swim in heavy fog, just short of the shore.
"If [ had been able to see the shore, I could have made M
Notes:

The Takeaway

- Whatever fog you're swimming through right now, the shore is closer than it feels - and it is certain.

Reflect

1. Is there someone you've lost whose death you need to grieve "with hope" rather than without it?

2. How would it change your daily choices to actually visualize yourself present at this event, whether
you're alive or already gone when it happens?



3. Where in your life right now do you feel like Florence Chadwick in the fog - close to giving up, unable
to see the shore?
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