Study Notes: Masterpiece in the Making

Speaker: Dr. Ray Pritchard | Joyful Living in a Grumpy World, Session I of 7 | March 15, 2026 | Palm
Grove, Week 10

Scripture: Philippians 1:6

The Setup
- Philippians is Paul's thank-you note to the church at , carried back to them by a man named .
- The key words of this little letter are and - mentioned 16 times in 104 verses.

Positive Prayer

"

Paul says: "I always pray with .

"Lord bless this person whom [ regard as my enemy."

Three Promises for Unfinished People (v.6)
- 1. God takes the - "He who began a good work in you."

-2.God intends to do a work 1n us.
- 3. God guarantees the .
Notes:

He's Rolled Up His Sleeves

James Montgomery Boyce, preaching a whole sermon on this one verse:
n”

"4 good work... that's everything God does to make sure we get from earth to .

"God is so determined to get us to heaven, nothing will him. God, in a sense, has rolled up his
"

The Michelangelo Illustration
A misshapen, discolored block of marble that two earlier sculptors gave up on:
- They called it "the "

"Once I got the vision, I cut away everything that didn't look like .
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Under Construction

"Today, we're in spots. When God is finished with us, we'll be through and through."”

The Country Preacher
At his ordination exam, asked for his testimony of salvation:

"My part was to run away from God as fast as I could. And God's part was to me, race after me,
and bring me into his family."”

"

John MacArthur: "If you could lose your salvation, you .

God's Not Finished with the World Either

- Two things are generally true before revival comes: God stirs His people to  , and He starts a work
among the

Erica Kirk, after her husband's assassination: "I did it because Jesus said, Father, ___ them."”
Notes:
The Mirror
- "Some of us are more ____ than others." Ray admits he sometimes looks in the mirror and asks, "What

is wrong with you?"

"The good news is you don't have to stay the way you are. The bad news is God won't let you stay the
way you !

Kintsugi
The cover of Ray's new booklet features a piece of Japanese pottery:

- When a bowl breaks, the cracks are filled with - making it more beautiful than before.
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"He takes what is broken and makes it .

Notes:



The Takeaway

- God who started the good work in you promises to finish it - your unfinished parts, failures, and broken
seasons are exactly the raw material he's shaping into a masterpiece.

- Next step: name one part of your life you've been trying to finish yourself, and consciously hand it back
to God as unfinished business he's still working on.

Reflect

1. Where do I feel most "unfinished" right now, and how does knowing God started this work change how
I see that part of my life?

2. Is there a part of my past - a scar, a mistake, a broken season - that God might be turning into
something more beautiful, like Kintsugi gold in the cracks?

3. Do I really believe God will finish what He started in me, or am I quietly trying to finish it myself?
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