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Scripture: John 13:34-35; John 15

A New Command With a New Example

In the upper room, with time short, Jesus gives the seventh and final criterion of discipleship - not a new 
command in content, but new because it now carries his own example.

"By this everyone will know that you are my disciples if you love one ____."

Love Is a Revelation

Without seeing love made manifest in the person of Jesus Christ, no one would truly know what love is.

- Jesus was a revelation of the Father - and our love for one another can be a revelation of who God is, to 
a watching world.

"One Another" Is Never Alone

A Greek wordplay behind the phrase "one another" carries a surprising double meaning: the very word for 
"one another" sounds like the word for "alone."

- When you are all alone, there is always one another with you - you don't need to worry about being left 
alone.

Notes:

Abiding in the Vine (John 15:1-11)

Walking with his disciples through the Kidron Valley toward a real vineyard, Jesus uses the scene around 
him as an object lesson for what comes next.

"As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you 
abide in ____."



The Greatest Love (John 15:13)

True love, according to Jesus' own definition, is measured by what it's willing to give up for someone 
else.

"Greater love has no one than this: that someone laid down his life for his ____."

Love Takes the Initiative (John 15:16)

Christ's love for us didn't wait for an invitation - and neither should ours for the people around us.

"You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear ____."

Abide, Love, Witness - A Funnel

John 15 moves in a clear progression: abiding in Christ overflows into love for one another, which 
overflows into witness to a watching world.

- We are to abide in Christ, love one another, and witness to the world - each overflowing naturally into 
the next.

Notes:

A Full-Week Recap

Seven sessions, seven criteria of discipleship - and this final talk closes the loop with the very first one.

- Talk one and talk seven are bracketed by love - the incomparable love for Christ, and the necessary love 
for one another.

The Greatest Commandment

The two halves of the Great Commandment - loving God and loving neighbor - turn out to be the 
bookends of the entire week's teaching.

"You shall love your neighbor as ____."



Loving Someone Enough to Tell the Truth

Every believer has the spiritual gift of seeing other people's blind spots - the hard part is saying 
something, in love, rather than staying comfortably silent.

- Genuine love always communicates truth - it means "loving someone enough to ____ them in the front," 
saying the hard thing that's true, not harshly, but in love.

Notes:

A Second-Century Witness (Athenagoras)

A second-century philosopher named Athenagoras wrote to the Roman emperor, describing how pagan 
philosophers were baffled by what they saw in the earliest Christians.

- Watching uneducated, ordinary people serving and caring for one another, even at risk to their own 
health, the philosophers of Athenagoras' day asked: "Why would they do such a thing?"

The Takeaway

- A healthy disciple is one who makes disciples - but only because they never stop being a disciple 
themselves, studying the pattern, living the pattern, and teaching the pattern, just as Ezra did (Ezra 7:10).

Reflect

1. Whose burden could you bear, whose loneliness could you notice, this next month - and will you put a 
name to it?

2. Is your love for others more like a decision and a choice, or does it depend on how you feel that day?

3. Of the seven criteria taught this week - love, abide, deny self, take up your cross, follow, steward, love 
one another - which one is God pressing on you most right now?
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