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Scripture: Esther 5; James 1:19-20

The Scepter Extended

After three days of fasting, Esther makes her move:

- "On the third day, Esther dressed in her royal clothing and stood in the inner courtyard of the palace... 
As soon as the king saw Queen Esther standing in the courtyard, she gained ____ with him." (Esther 5:1-
2)

- The king extended the gold ____ in his hand toward Esther, and she approached and touched the tip of it 
- that is how she knew she could approach the king and not be afraid for her life.

- This moment was set up on purpose: the fasting and the time of ____ were preparing her to take action.

Up to Half the Kingdom

- "Whatever you want, even to half the ____, will be given to you." (Esther 5:3) But Esther does not react 
and push the limits by working a whole bunch of other requests into the moment.

"It's almost like she chose favor over control. She chose to stay ____ and not deviate from the path 
and be selfish. And then she chooses to take ____ here and not just to react."

- Her request instead: "May the king and Haman come today to the ____ I have prepared for them." 
(Esther 5:4)

Chess vs. Checkers

- The expression: this person is playing chess while that person is playing ____. A chess player thinks 
strategically and long-term - this move sets up the next seven so the eighth move is the one that counts.

"Esther is playing ____ and Haman's playing ____."

- At the first banquet, Esther requests yet another banquet for ____. We never clearly see why there are 
two banquets, but God's providence and God's hand were guiding this - the timing was not right yet. 
(Esther 5:6-8)

- Because Esther was acting instead of reacting, she was far more ____ and strategic than she would have 
been had they just rushed into it.

Hitting the Pitcher's Mistake

A sports-theme-Wednesday illustration from Ethan's baseball years:

- Ethan played a lot of baseball from about age 6 to ____ - and honestly may have had more fun in the last 
ten years playing slow-pitch softball.



- Pitchers are playing chess too: every pitch is thrown to set up the last one. A batter has to be selective 
and hit the pitcher's ____ - fractions of an inch are the difference between an out and a base hit.

- That is the level of strategy in this story: waiting for the precise ____ to have maximum success.

Rage on the Way Home

- "That day Haman left full of ____ and in good spirits. But when Haman saw Mordecai at the king's gate, 
and Mordecai didn't rise or tremble in fear at his presence, Haman was filled with ____ toward 
Mordecai." (Esther 5:9)

- In one sentence: Haman ____ and Mordecai acted.

- Mordecai stands so humble and pure of heart that Haman cannot stand to look at him. That, coupled 
with Esther's ____, was enough to drive Haman mad - poor decision after poor decision, reaction after 
reaction.

The 75-Foot Gallows

- Haman described to his wife Zeresh and his friends his glorious wealth, his many sons, and his 
invitations to Esther's banquets - "still none of this ____ me, since I see Mordecai the Jew sitting at the 
king's gate all the time." (Esther 5:11-13)

- Their advice: have them build a gallows ____ feet tall and ask the king in the morning to hang Mordecai 
on it. This advice pleased Haman, so he had the gallows constructed. (Esther 5:14)

- Haman had already planned to kill Mordecai in the twelfth month, Adar - but his judgment, clouded by 
control and selfishness, moves the timeline up: make him disappear ____, we can't even wait.

- It is a vicious cycle when we react instead of acting: we make an emotional decision, feel better 
temporarily, and keep doing it over and over. If we spend our whole lives reacting in our own flesh, it will 
eventually ____ up with us.

Notes:

Godly People, Bad Decisions

- Scripture gives example after example: David's selfish desires cost him the life of his ____, Moses's 
anger cost him entering the ____ land, Jonah's judgment cost him three days in the belly of a fish, and 
Peter's fear cost him regret when he denied Christ.

- Ethan's confession: while preparing this story he caught himself reacting instead of acting about ____ 
times in the last three days. We are all capable of it - that is why we stay close to God, read his Word, and 
ask him for wisdom.



Verse of the Day

- "My dear brothers and sisters, understand this: everyone should be quick to ____, slow to ____, and 
slow to anger, for human anger does not accomplish God's righteousness." (James 1:19-20)

- A word to the adults: when you are about to send that text or that email, or say that thing again in that 
meeting - don't. Sometimes you have to ____ yourself from the situation before the dumb thing comes 
out, because once it is out you cannot reel it back in.

- The boys and girls are watching: if their leaders are quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to become 
angry, they will naturally ____ that as well.

The Takeaway

- Patient, prayerful action beats emotional reaction - Esther's strategy honored God while Haman's 
reactions became his downfall. Choose action over reaction.

- Next step: memorize James 1:19-20, and the next time you feel a reaction rising today, walk away for a 
minute and come back with something wholesome and beneficial to say.

Reflect

1. Where am I playing checkers - reacting move by move - when God is calling me to patient, prayerful 
strategy like Esther's?

2. Like Haman, is there a person or situation I keep passing by that stirs up anger in me, and what would 
acting instead of reacting look like there?

3. When was the last time I said the dumb thing instead of walking away first - and what will I do 
differently next time?
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