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The Story

Each day this week looks at Esther's position, our position, and the Lord's position, built around the same
theme.

- King Xerxes throws a six-month feast to show off how rich and powerful he is, then a second week-long
party for everyone in his kingdom.

- He wants to show off Queen Vashti's beauty too - "like a " - but she refuses, so the king removes
her as queen.

"Mordecai... had a very beautiful and lovely young cousin, Hadassah, who was also called Esther.
When her father and mother died, Mordecai her into his family and raised her as his own
daughter." (Esther 2:7)

"The king loved Esther more than any of the other young women... he set the royal crown on her head
and declared her instead of Vashti." (Esther 2:17)

Esther's Position of Protection

- Two of the king's guards, Bigthana and Teresh, "became angry at King Xerxes and plotted to him."
(Esther 2:21)

- Mordecai overheard the plot and gave the information to , who told the king and gave Mordecai
credit.

- Esther had something Mordecai didn't have: easier to the king - so God used her position to save
the king's life.

- "She protected the king from the damage that the other soldiers wanted to do to him. It's a position of

Our Position of Protection
The Lord places each of us in a similar position - to protect the people around us.
"Don't look out only for your own interests, but take an interest in , too." (Philippians 2:4)

"Rescue the poor and helpless. Deliver them from the grasp of people.” (Psalm 82:4 - today's
verse of the day)

"Rescue those who are unjustly sentenced to die. Save them as they to their death." (Proverbs
24:11)

- If Mordecai had only been going about his own business, he wouldn't have heard the plot; if Esther had
only been focused on herself, she wouldn't have to Mordecai.



- God wants us to protect people physically - but also emotionally, , and spiritually.

"If someone among you wanders away from the truth and is brought back, you can be sure that
whoever brings the sinner back from wandering will save that person from death and bring about the
forgiveness of many " (James 5:19-20)

- One of the best ways to be a good and godly friend is to protect your friends from making
decisions.

Notes:

Stepping In, Even When It's Uncomfortable

- Being a good and godly friend means protecting your friends from making bad decisions - "hey, don't lie
to your parents... don't steal that... don't cheat on your S

- "Each summer, we get to the end of the summer and there are people missing who started the summer
with you and did not finish the race because they made choices that led to their destruction."

- "When Esther goes before the king, that's not just some easy thing. There were some potential
consequences for her to go before the king without him for her."

- "If you see somebody who's struggling, who's headed towards destruction, step into their life and say
something. Don't be a S

- It's not only about others - "maybe there's some things in your own life and you need to reach out to
someone and say, hey, I need to be in a position of protection. Would you come alongside of ”

The Lord's Position of Protection

"Though I am surrounded by troubles, you will protect me from the anger of my enemies. You reach
out your hand, and the power of your right hand me." (Psalm 138:7)

"For you are my hiding place; you protect me from trouble. You surround me with songs of !

(Psalm 32:7)

"God is my rock, in whom I find protection. He is my , the power that saves me, and my place of
safety." (Psalm 18:2)

The Gospel Call

- "The most important decision you can ever make in your life is to begin a with God."

- "The only thing that can make my relationship with you right is accepting the free gift of eternal life that
comes through Jesus' sacrifice on the !

- "If you want to live a protected life, you've got to go to God. He is the rock, he is the .

- "As we rest in him, he teaches us how to those around us."



Reflect

1. Am I paying attention to the people around me, or only to my own interests, the way Mordecai stayed
alert at the king's gate?

2. Is there someone in my life right now who is unable to protect themselves - physically, emotionally, or
spiritually - that God may be calling me to step toward?

3. Have I made the decision Brandon described: to begin a relationship with God, resting in his protection
before trying to protect anyone else?
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