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The Great Invitation Before the Great Commission

Before Matthew 28's call to go and make disciples, Jesus first extends an invitation to come and learn
from him - the communion that has to precede the commission.

n

"Come to me, all you who are weary and heavy-laden, and I shall give you

The Primary Foundation of Discipleship

Before any other mark of discipleship, Jesus names one quality as foundational - a love for him so
complete that every other love simply fades beside it.

”

"Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of .

Not Peace, But a Sword

Jesus warns that his coming will divide households, not unite them - a hard teaching that has nothing to
do with the peace the world expects from a Messiah.

"I have not come to bring peace but a

Notes:

Understanding "Hate" as Comparison

Genesis 29 and Malachi 1 both use a startlingly strong word for someone who was, in fact, genuinely
loved - the language is comparative, not literal.

In Malachi 1, God says, "l have loved Jacob, but Esau I have VI

A Covenant Love That Makes All Others Pale

[lustrated through his own marriage - loving many people in life (daughters, co-workers, friends) does
not mean any of them are hated, but none of those loves compare to a covenant love reserved for one.

- In comparison to a covenant love, every other love simply pales.



Three Fears That Hinder Discipleship

A personal story from his years working in human resources and legal compliance describes the first of
three fears that can keep a believer from following Christ openly.

- Fear of slander, fear of suffering, and fear of insignificance are three hurdles that can keep a believer
from faithfully following Jesus.

Notes:

Fear of Suffering

Jesus reassures his disciples that the worst an enemy can do is temporary - the body, not the soul, is all
that is within their reach.

"Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both
soul and body in M

No Insignificance in the Family of God

Even a life that looks insignificant by the world's standards carries an inheritance that cannot be measured
by human recognition.

- There is no insignificance in the family of God - every believer will one day be acknowledged as a son
or daughter of the King.

Knowing God Well

Paraphrasing Jonathan Edwards' "Religious Affections": the size of a believer's faith is directly tied to the
size of the God they actually know.

"Your faith can never exceed the size of that you have in your mind."

The Great Commandment and Managing Priorities

Putting anything else - even good things like family or ministry - at the center of life instead of Christ
causes everything else to break down.

"Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your . This is the
first and greatest commandment."



Spiritual Formation Is Not the Same as Discipleship

Discipleship should always entail spiritual formation, but spiritual formation need not involve
discipleship - a truism from his eight years as director of spiritual formation at Dallas Theological
Seminary.

- Spiritual formation is conforming to the image of the Son by the power of the Holy Spirit - his shortest
definition was simply "theology with on."

Notes:

The DTR - Define the Relationship

Picturing a conversation with Jesus over coffee - a "DTR" - raises a pointed question every believer
should be able to answer with fruit, not just words.

- If you could sit down with Jesus today, could he say, "I know you love me more than anyone or
anything else in your life," and point to the fruit in your life as proof?

The Takeaway

- Before any other criterion of discipleship, Jesus calls for a love so complete that everything else -
family, fear, ambition, even self - fades in comparison.

Reflect

1. Where in your own life do family, work, ministry, or fear compete with an undivided love for Christ?

2. Which of the three fears - slander, suffering, or insignificance - is the one most likely to hold you back?

3. How big is your God right now? What would it look like to grow in knowing him, not just knowing
about him?
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