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Study Notes: The Parable of the Rich 
Fool
Speaker: Joe Stowell

Camp: The Pines

Date: August 7, 2025

Title (working, unconfirmed): The Parable of the Rich Fool: Becoming Rich Toward God

Series (working, unconfirmed): The Pines Week 7

This is a working title inferred from the message content, not an officially confirmed session title. See the 
accompanying web-content file for the full disclosure.

1. The Seduction of Wealth
Joe recaps the week, then introduces a new challenge: Satan always seeks to seduce kingdom people back 
into the ways of the kingdom of ______________, often through issues of wealth, stuff, and possessions.

Our culture teaches that the more we can stack up, the more ______________ and sustained we will be. 
Jesus says we are ______________.

Notes:

 

 

2. The Parable of the Rich Fool (Luke 12:13-21)
A man in the crowd asks Jesus to settle an inheritance dispute with his brother. Jesus responds by warning 
everyone to be on guard against ______________ (some Bibles say covetousness), because life does not 
consist in the abundance of ______________.

Jesus tells of a rich man whose land produced so much that he tore down his barns to build bigger ones, 
planning to "eat, drink, and be ______________." But God calls him a ______________, because that very 
night his soul is required of him.

Notes:

 

 

3. Three Reasons He Was a Fool
1. He was self-absorbed with personal ______________ (notice how many times he says "I" and "my").

2. He assumed stuff would ______________ and satisfy him. Joe illustrates this with a friend's stage-four 
cancer diagnosis and pro golfer Scottie Scheffler's comments about reaching number one in the world 
and still asking, "what's the ______________?"

3. Jesus's closing verdict: he was not ______________ toward God.



Notes:

 

 

4. What Does It Mean to Be Truly Rich?
Joe says truly rich people are those who find their sense of satisfaction and ______________ in God, not in 
stuff. He illustrates this with the story of Victor's mother in ______________, a woman who owned almost 
nothing but was fully satisfied and enthralled with Jesus.

Jesus then turns to his disciples, who own very little, and tells them not to be ______________ about food or 
clothing, because God cares for the ravens and the lilies. Instead, seek first his ______________, and these 
things will be added.

Notes:

 

 

5. Five Steps to Becoming Rich Toward God
4. Make the ______________ the pressing priority of your life.

5. Give with the assurance that God will meet your ______________.

6. Generate wealth or ______________ that can be used to advance the kingdom (not necessarily selling 
everything, but dealing with excess).

7. Set up a long-term investment program: lay up treasures in ______________, where moth and rust 
cannot destroy them.

8. Trigger a heart ______________: how you use your treasure reveals where your heart really is.

Bottom line, in Joe's words: kingdom people pivot from a life of getting to a life of ______________, and 
move from greed to ______________.

Notes:

 

 

Reflection Questions
9. Which of the rich fool's three mistakes (self-absorption, assuming stuff will satisfy, or ignoring God) do 

you see most clearly in your own life right now?

10. Of the five steps to becoming "rich toward God," which one feels like the most realistic next step for 
you this week, and what would it actually look like to take it?


