
Study Notes: Drop Your Nets
Speaker: Jerrod Gunter | Riotstarter, Session 3 of 5 | July 22, 2026 | The Island

Scripture: Luke 9:57-62, 2 Corinthians 3:17, Romans 8:1

Dropping the Nets

Luke 5 - the call to full commitment:

- "The Lord is the spirit, and where the spirit of the Lord is there is ____." (2 Corinthians 3:17)

- The goal of your salvation is not another religious exercise - it is to become more like ____.

- When Jesus called the disciples, at once they left their nets and ____ him.

Three Excuses

Luke 9:57-62 - what keeps people from following:

- One man said, "Let me first go back and bury my ____," and Jesus said, "Let the dead bury the dead, but 
you go and proclaim the kingdom of God."

- Another wanted to first say ____ to his family before following.

- "No one who puts their hand to the plow and looks ____ is fit for service in the kingdom."

The Net of Comfort

The Riotstarter origin story:

- After a young man was shot by police at a routine traffic stop in Memphis, students in Jerrod's ministry 
wanted to respond, but chose prayer over a literal riot - because "we don't have Molotov cocktails, but we 
do have the power of ____."

- 500 students showed up to pray at their school after the administration threatened to suspend them - and 
the video was shared by their NBA team and a page with 3.5 million ____.

- "No one grows in comfort" - you either experience the pain of discomfort or the pain of ____.

Notes:

Nothing Grows in Comfort

A myth about eagles, corrected:

- Mother eagles don't actually kick their babies out of the nest - they use a method called ____, 
withholding food until the baby has to leave to eat.



- The eagle didn't know it could fly until it got out of its ____.

- "Jesus knows that to truly get the full potential out of you, he has to call you out of ____."

The Net of Relationships

How idols quietly take root:

- The enemy wants you to believe idol worship is isolated - "it's Jesus or football" - but really it's Jesus 
____ something else.

- The first two commandments reveal that God wants a real ____ with us, not more religious exercise.

- "Real worship is holding on to Jesus and something ____."

The Net of Self

Trusting your own plan over God's purpose:

- "Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own ____." (Proverbs 3:5)

- D.A. Carson: "We drift towards disobedience and we call it ____."

- "People don't drift towards holiness. Apart from grace-driven effort, people do not gravitate toward 
____."

The Takeaway

- Freedom in Christ was never meant to leave you where you are - it's found in dropping whatever net 
(comfort, relationships, or self) is quietly keeping you from full surrender.

- Next step: name the one net you know you need to drop this week, and take one specific step to actually 
let go of it, not just think about it.

Reflect

1. Which of the three nets - comfort, relationships, or self - is most likely to trip me up right now?

2. Is there a relationship, hobby, or ambition that has quietly become "Jesus and ____" instead of just 
Jesus?

3. What would it actually look like this week to keep my hand to the plow and not look back?
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